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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because in line 2, the phrase "the 
first surface the second surface" is grammatically incorrect. 

Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: Page 3, 
Line7, the word "through" is misspelled. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 20 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 2, the word 
"lines" is misspelled. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shail conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3-9, 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3, in lines 2-5, and claim 1 1 in lines 6-9 it is unclear if the first and second 
edges are only for the first surface or includes the second surface and the stepped 
arcuate surface. 
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Claims 5, 6, 9, 14,15, 18 recite the limitation "first rake member" and "second 
rake member". It is improper to recite the rake ridge cap in terms of the first and second 
rake members when the claims are directed to a cap per-se. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-9, 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Baker (US 250,637). 

Regarding claim 1 , Baker discloses a cap comprising a first surface (F); a second 
surface (S); and at least one stepped arcuate surface (c) intersecting said first surface 
and said second surface, (annotated Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 2, Baker discloses a cap wherein said at least one stepped 
arcuate surface (c) consists of an "L" cross sections, (Figure 1 , annotated Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 3, Baker discloses a cap having a first edge (1) of said first 
surface, said second surface, and said at least one stepped arcuate surface; a second 
edge (2) of said first surface, said second surface, and said at least one stepped 
arcuate surface; a third edge (3) of said first surface; an arcuate surface (6) that 
intersects vertically with said third edge of said first surface; a fourth edge (4) of said 
second surface; and a fifth edge (5) of said second surface, (annotated Figure 1). 
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Regarding claim 4, Baker discloses a cap having said first edge (1 ) and said 
second edge (2) of said first surface (F), said second surface (S), and said at least one 
stepped arcuate surface (c). The phrase "are cut so said at least one stepped arcuate 
surface of said first edge intersects tangentially with the stepped surface of a first rake 
member and said at least one stepped arcuate surface of said second edge intersects 
tangentially with the stepped surface of a second rake member" is considered intended 
use and is given no patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 5, Baker discloses a cap having an arcuate surface (6), and a 
first surface (F). The phrase "when is cut so that said at least one stepped arcuate 
surface intersects said first rake member and said second rake member, will intersect 
the undersides of said first rake member and said second rake member" is considered 
intended use and is given no patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 6, Baker discloses a cap having a fourth edge (4) of said second 
surface (S). The phrase " is cut to be parallel to said first rake member and said fifth 
edge of said second surface is cut to be parallel to said second rake member" is 
considered intended use and is given no patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 7, Baker discloses a cap having a plurality of stepped arcuate 
surfaces (c), (Figures 1, 3). 

Regarding claim 8, Baker discloses a cap wherein said plurality of stepped 
arcuate surfaces (c) consists of "L" cross sections, (Figure 1 , annotated Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 9, Baker discloses a cap having said first edge (1) and said 
second edge (2) of said first surface (F), said second surface (S), and said plurality of 
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stepped arcuate surface (c). The phrase "are cut so said plurality of stepped arcuate 
surfaces of said first edge intersect tangentially with the plurality of stepped surfaces of 
said first rake member and said plurality of stepped arcuate surfaces of said second 
edge intersect tangentially with the plurality of stepped surfaces of said second rake 
member" is considered intended use and is given no patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Baker discloses a cap comprising a first surface (F); a 
second surface (S); and at least one stepped arcuate surface (c) intersecting said first 
surface and said second surface; a first edge (1) of said first surface, said second 
surface, and said at least one stepped arcuate surface; a second edge (2) of said first 
surface, said second surface, and said at least one stepped arcuate surface; a third 
edge (3) of said first surface; an arcuate surface (6) that intersects vertically with said 
third edge of said first surface; a fourth edge (4) of said second surface; and a fifth edge 
(5) of said second surface, (annotated Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 12, Baker discloses a cap wherein said at least one stepped 
arcuate surface (c) consists of an "L" cross sections, (Figure 1 , annotated Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 13, Baker discloses a cap having said first edge (1) and said 
second edge (2) of said first surface (F), said second surface (S), and said at least one 
stepped arcuate surface (c). The phrase "are cut so said at least one stepped arcuate 
surface of said first edge intersects tangentially with the stepped surface of a first rake 
member and said at least one stepped arcuate surface of said second edge intersects 
tangentially with the stepped surface of a second rake member" is considered intended 
use and is given no patentable weight. 
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Regarding claim 14, Baker discloses a cap having an arcuate surface (6), and a 
first surface (F). The phrase "when is cut so that said at least one stepped arcuate 
surface intersects said first rake member and said second rake member, will intersect 
the undersides of said first rake member and said second rake member" is considered 
intended use and is given no patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 15, Baker discloses a cap having a fourth edge (4) of said 
second surface (S). The phrase " is cut to be parallel to said first rake member and said 
fifth edge of said second surface is cut to be parallel to said second rake member" is 
considered intended use and is given no patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 16, Baker discloses a cap having a plurality of stepped arcuate 
surfaces (c), (Figures 1, 3). 

Regarding claim 17, Baker discloses a cap wherein said plurality of stepped 
arcuate surfaces (c) consists of "L" cross sections, (Figures 1 , annotated Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 18, Baker discloses a cap having said first edge (1) and said 
second edge (2) of said first surface (F), said second surface (S), and said plurality of 
stepped arcuate surface (c). The phrase "are cut so said plurality of stepped arcuate 
surfaces of said first edge intersect tangentially with the plurality of stepped surfaces of 
said first rake member and said plurality of stepped arcuate surfaces of said second 
edge intersect tangentially with the plurality of stepped surfaces of said second rake 
member" is considered intended use and is given no patentable weight. 
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Baker (US 250,637) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 10, 19, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Baker (US 250,637) in view of Blubaugh (US 6,269,595). 
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Regarding claims 10 and 19, Baker discloses as discussed in claims 1 and 11, 
but does not disclose the cap having a back side surface including indicia for demarking 
one or more guide lines for trimming. However, Blubaugh teaches a panel (2) having a 
back side surface including indicia, (Figures 3, 4), (Column 1, Lines 30-34, Column 2, 
Lines 23-25). 

Regarding claim 20, Baker modified by Blubaugh discloses the cap having guide 
lines but does not disclose the guide lines being radially extending guide lines paired 
with tangentially extending guide lines. However, at the time the invention was made, it 
would have been an obvious matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to have radially extending guide lines paired with tangentially extending guide lines 
in order to facilitate cutting of the cap to fit at its final location. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Babcock (US D20.407) teaches a roofing tile having first and 
second surfaces and a stepped arcuate surface. LeBlanc (US 6,216,407) teaches a cap 
having first and second surfaces and a plurality of stepped arcuate surface. Logan (US 
5,457,923) teaches a cap having first and second surfaces and a plurality of stepped 
arcuate surface. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/81 1 ,569 Page 1 0 

Art Unit: 3637 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adriana Figueroa whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8281. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AF I AT 
12/11/2006 

LANNA MAI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



